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1993 Elementary School Moral and Health
Education Curriculum Standards and the

Development of Moral Education in
Textbooks
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In the 1993 Curriculum Standards of Elementary School, moral education and
health education were consolidated into a single subject. The Institute for Ele-
mentary School Teachers In-service Education drafted the standards and took
charge of the development of an experimental textbook on the new subject.
The experimental textbook was later accepted as the prototype for the compila-
tion of the official Textbook of Moral and Health Education by the National
Translation and Compilation Center. By interviewing individuals involved in the
development of the textbook, this study discovered that significant features of
the new moral curriculum include the following: (1) encouraging children to
think and discuss moral issues critically; (2) stimulating students to experience
moral sentiment from literary texts; (3) promoting the role of pictures in text-
books; (4) sharing content based on real life; (5) parent-child activities encour-
aging moral behavior among students; (6) multiple forms of curriculum and
teaching; and (7) the principle of process-orientation used to develop the text-
book.
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