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A Comparison of Illustration Gender Ideology
in Primary School Chinese Textbooks in
Mainland China and Taiwan: A Case Study of

Chinese Textbooks Published by People’s
Education and Kang Hsuan Education

Hui Zhang

This study employs content analysis to compare illustrations in Chinese text-
books published by People’s Education Press with those published by Kang
Hsuan Education Press. It uses quantitative and qualitative to analyze illustra-
tions of both versions to explore gender ideology. The following conclusions
were reached as result: 1. More males are used in illustrations than females in
both textbook versions. 2. The professions of males are emphasized while fe-
males tend to be shown in supporting roles. 3. The Chinese textbook published
by People’s Education focuses more on shaping roles like national leaders and
war heroes. 4. When gender is unspecified in the text, the characters shown in
illustrations are generally male. 5. Both versions try to promote the equality of
sexes, but social stereotypes still persist. 6. While gender ideology in illustrations
is influenced by text, it takes on obvious ideological significance itself. Lastly,
there is more elaboration on male roles in the Chinese textbook published by
People’s Education than that published by Kang Hsuan Education. And female
roles are more boring than those of males in both versions.
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