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What is Inquiry and Practice Teaching?

An Analysis of Social Studies Teaching

Materials on the Age of Exploration in
Taiwanese Elementary Schools

Han-Yu Li Li-Hua Chen

The 2018 Curriculum Guidelines of 12-Year Basic Education: Social Studies
introduced major reform to Taiwan’s educational landscape by incorporating
inquiry and practice elements into school curriculum to cultivate core
competencies. This study examined three publishers’ versions of fifth-grade
social studies textbooks (materials A, B, and C) and one instructional unit
developed by the Xinxing Elementary School instructional team in New Taipei
City (material D); all materials focused on the Age of Exploration in
Taiwanese History. The designs approaches in these four material sets for
inquiry and practice learning were analyzed. The study findings are as follows.
First, materials A, B, and C incorporated confirmation inquiry, whereas
material D incorporated structured inquiry. Second, inquiry design strategies
should include problem-guided learning reinforced with integrated resources,
formative tasks that hone inquiry skills, and appropriately scaffolded learning
resources. Third, embodied learning design principles should provide
embodied learning experiences, empower students to make decisions and
develop knowledge, strengthen cross-disciplinary integration of knowledge
frameworks, promote active interaction with external social resources and
experts/peers, and deepen connections to local contexts through historical
thinking.
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