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This study aimed to cultivate intercultural competence among nonindigenous
undergraduate students in Taiwan majoring in digital media by helping them
create an interactive e-picture book about the Misahur of the Puyuma tribe. The
research was a type of action research; data collection included interviews, par-
ticipant observation, and works analysis of the students’ e-picture book. The
results revealed that the students learned most of the necessary skills of inter-
cultural competence and demonstrated effective and appropriate communica-
tion and behavior in the intercultural situation. Only the competencies of cul-
tural self-awareness, sociolinguistic awareness, and empathy were not completely
developed. Cultivation of intercultural competence requires a longer period for
instruction to explore cultural content and facilitate students’ critical reflections.
Affective interaction in the intercultural situation here encouraged the students
to improve their digital techniques, and through this, they learned to positively
link cultivation of intercultural competence with professional development of
digital media skills. Finally, this paper discusses the application of Deardorff’s
theory and suggests that picture books could be used as supplements to teach-
ing material for indigenous schools and communities to balance the eth-
nic-centered perspective of current textbooks.
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