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A Comparison of Civics and Society
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Su-Chiu Chen

The literature indicates that educational tracking between vocational and aca-
demic schools has a considerable impact on political participation, with voca-
tional school students demonstrating less political engagement. Therefore, ex-
amining differences in civic education between vocational and academic schools
has become a major focus of research. This study conducted textual analysis to
compare Civics and Society textbooks in vocational and academic high schools
in terms of their civic cultivation content. Three research findings were made.
First, compared with academic schools textbooks, vocational school textbooks
omitted themes such as human rights protection, state power moderation, active
civic participation, and international affairs. Second, even for themes common
to both textbooks, those for vocational schools excluded a discussion of how
the social structure leads to inequality and oppression or a meta-analysis of how
institutions are constructed. Finally, the questions covered in vocational school
textbooks tended toward textbook reviews and elicited interest, whereas those
for academic high schools tackled controversial public policy issues. These dif-
ferences suggest that vocational school textbooks posit civic obedience, whereas
those for academic schools assume that citizens bear the responsibility for im-
proving society.
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