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From Authoritarian to Democratic Politics:
Investigating the Evolution of Junior High
School Civics Textbooks since the Lifting of
Martial Law

Mei-Chen Chu

With the improvement of cross-strait relations after the lifting of martial law,
how Taiwan’s elementary and junior high school curriculum, especially the part
related to civics, deals with the great changes in time and the social environment
deserves more attention. In this sense, this article employed oral history and
document analysis to investigate the changes that took place in civics curriculum
and textbooks since the lifting of martial law. This study interviewed nine key
persons who participated in the editing and review of civics textbooks. Their
views and experience in textbook editing and review as well as the reference to
relevant documents, including textbooks, curriculum standards, related books,
and journals, are used to interpret the theory of knowledge and the curriculum
perspective at that period of time. Major findings are shown below. The civics
textbooks (1) deconstructed the authority of curriculum standards, (2) focused
on the life experiences of students, and (3) placed more importance on the pro-
fessionalism of education. Two insights have been gained from the study: (1)
The civics textbooks are conditioned by gradually moving away from a
top-down acceptance, but there is still room for improvement to reach a com-
plete constructivism. (2) The civics textbooks tend to be based on both sub-
ject-centered and student-centered curriculum structures, and feature the pur-
pose of social adaptation.
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