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Tendencies Toward Pragmatism in Elementary
Mandarin Textbooks in the Early Years of the
ROC: Analysis Carried out Primarily on
Li Jing-Hwi’s Versions

Ze-Kuan Guo  Xiang-Dan Cheng

Pragmatism profoundly affected China at the beginning of the last century. It
was primarily influenced by developments in China, the utilization of technolo-
gles from the West, and the Pragmatism represented by Peirce, James, and
Dewey of the United States. In addition to the ideological aspects, China’s
modern education has been heavily influenced by Pragmatism. Mandarin text-
books edited by Li Jing-Hwi show obvious influence from Pragmatism.

This paper discusses Mandarin textbooks edited by Li Jing-Hwi who had an
important position in China’s modern cultural history. First, it explains the high-
lights of Pragmatism and its impact on China. It discusses stylistic design, con-
tent selection, narrative method, and other ateas of textbooks to show how
textbooks were influenced by Pragmatism.

The conclusion explains that although Pragmatism has been criticized be-
cause of political factors, its focus on effectiveness, experience, and
child-centered and life-centered concepts, are a good direction for educational
materials today. The Mandarin textbooks edited by Li Jing-Hwi are good exam-
ples of this.
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